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Zimbabwe military, Diamonds, China: No to mar-

riages of convenience 

  

To those who cling to power through 
corruption and deceit and the silencing 

of dissent, know that you are on the 
wrong side of history… 

– Barack Obama Inaugural Address, 
2009 

 
A few days after Finance Minister Ten-

dai Biti complained that Treasury had 
not received any money from diamond 

mining company Anjin Investments, a 
new report by Global Witness exposes 

its murky ownership structure. This re-
port describes growing evidence of 

smuggling, the militarization of dia-

mond resources into individual pockets. 
The Chinese company, Anjin Invest-

ments, is allegedly not contributing an-
ything to the national fiscus. Tens of 

millions of dollars in diamond profits 
perhaps more are being secretly ex-

tracted from state-owned mines in east-
ern Zimbabwe, bypassing the nation’s 

treasury and raising fears that President 
Robert Mugabe is amassing wealth to 

help extend his 31-year reign, accord-
ing to monitoring groups, diplomats, 

lawmakers and analysts. 
 

Zimbabwe’s diamond industry is out of 

control. The government has expropri-
ated diamond lands and companies 

without due process, and has awarded 
the prizes to ZANU-PF cronies and to 

the military. It has used brute force to 
clear the diamond fields of Chiadzwa, 

murdering dozens of people in the pro-
cess. Increasing military control in al-

most all of the diamond mines, and 
over the Ministry, suggests that a new 

conflict diamond scenario may be devel-

oping. With a total of seven mines, An-
jin is the biggest mining operation in 

the Marange area. Unlike the other 
firms Mbada Diamonds and Marange 

Resources who have partnerships with 
the Zimbabwe Mining Development Cor-

poration (ZMDC), Anjin is working with 
the Zimbabwe army. Global Witness say 

that half of Anjin's shares are held by 
Brigadier-General Charles Tarumbwa, a 

Zimbabwean military lawyer also listed 
as the company secretary and principal 

officer. Described by the United Nations 
as a Judge Advocate General at the Min-

istry of Defence, Brigadier General Ta-

rumbwa is listed on the current EU tar-
geted sanctions list because he was 

"directly involved in the terror campaign 
waged before and during the elections" 

in Manicaland. Other directors listed at 
the registry are Chinese nationals Jiang 

Zhaoyao, Chen Qing, Peng Zheng, Li 
Zhongqi and Huang Xianjue. 

 
The Global Witness report further ex-

poses more inconsistencies in the own-
ership structure because, the company 

register also states that Anjin's share 
capital is made up of US$2,000, consist-

ing of 2,000 ordinary shares, which are 

shared equally between Brigadier Gen-
eral Tarumbwa and Zheng. 

 
Anjin's executive board on the Zimba-

bwean side is a 'who is who' of police, 
military and state security chiefs, some 

notorious for their involvement in gross 
human rights abuses, including murder. 

The board includes: "Martin Rushwaya 
(Ministry of Defence permanent secre-
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tary), Oliver Chibage (police commissioner), Ms Nonkosi M. Ncube (commissioner 

in the police) and Munyaradzi Machacha (ZANU PF director of publications). 
 

Also on the board are Mabasa Temba Hawadi (Director Marange Resources), Morris 
Masunungure (retired army officer) and Romeo Daniel Mutsvunguma (a retired ar-

my colonel who took part in the brutal political violence in the run up to the June 
2008 one man presidential run-off election).  

 
In the thick document of 33 pages released this week Global Witness claimed Zim-

babwe security forces were heavily involved in diamond mining through front com-
panies. In one of its evidence, the group showed a letter purportedly written by 

police commissioner General Augustine Chihuri to Mines Minister Obert Mpofu ap-
plying for diamond concession to mine diamonds. 

 
It’s quite clear that there’s much more money floating around than is justified by 

the level of economic activity, based on information from geologists and production 

records, one company alone mined $1.4 billion in diamonds in Marange last year, 
far more than the $300 million the mining ministry had reported for all its opera-

tions there. The political consequences of this could be stark. A military operation 
known as Operation Zhunde Ra Mambo, or “blessings of the chief,” financed by the 

ZANU-PF member who oversees the state’s interests at Marange, has deployed 
troops to rural areas to intimidate political opponents, according to one former op-

position intelligence operative. 
 

Off-budget financing of the security sector undermines Zimbabwean democracy by 
subverting civilian control over key organs of the state. Revelations by the execu-

tive chairperson of the State Procurement Board, Charles Kawaza, that the office 
of Zimbabwe’s President and Commander-in-Chief of the Republic of Zimbabwe, 

Comrade Robert Gabriel Matibiri Mugabe, directed the awarding of the job to con-
struct the Zimbabwe Defence College in Mazowe is obviously part of the reasons 

why Zimbabweans are suffering in a country that is rich with diamonds. Given the 

violent reputation of the CIO and military, we fear that this money could fund hu-
man rights abuses during the forthcoming elections. 

 
The international community should investigate the activities of Anjin Investments 

(Pvt) Ltd to see whether their actions justify the involvement of the military in 
mining activities. What mining expertise does the military have? Their only skill as 

confirmed by the presence of state-sponsored is beating 'confessions' out of inno-
cent people, arrested on trumped up charges. How does that equip to running a 

mining concession? It is only in a failed state where one finds a police force that 
has no clue what its mandate is.  
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Zimbabweans anticipate a constitution for the people, 

by the people 

  

“We should not create a constitution for or around individuals, but create one 
which individuals can fit into…”  

-Dr Alex Magaisa. 
 

ZESN yesterday, June 26 2012, held a public meeting at the Crowne Plaza with 
the topic “An analysis of the draft constitution /COPAC process”. The meeting had 

Dr. Alex Magaisa, Emilia Muchawa, Dr. Charity Manyeruke and Professor 
Lovemore Madhuku as panellists. The meeting aimed to give civil society’s analy-

sis on the constitution making process, its flaws and its successes, and comment 
on the prematurely published draft constitution. The meeting also gave a platform 

for the public and other civil society organisations to come together and consoli-
date their views. 

 
Dr Manyeruke told the meeting that the constitution so far has been driven by 

passion rather than reason as it should be. She disputed the assumption that poli-

ticians make that they represent the community arguing that this is the root of all 
the problems within the constitution making process.  She shared her disappoint-

ment in the acceptance of 60 extra parliamentary seats reserved for women as 
suggested in the draft which assumes that women cannot compete with men for 

the 210 seats that are currently there.  
 

Further- on Dr Magaisa cited the Bill of rights and citizenship as two of the sec-
tions of the draft constitution that have greatly improved from the Lancaster 

House constitution. He said the 2008 run-off elections were a failed process and 
the constitution needs to address the electoral process. Dr Magaisa however 

pointed out that Zimbabweans should not put the whole blame on the old consti-
tution or anticipate wonders from a new constitution without looking into the Hu-

man factor, “The human factor needs to work towards making the constitution 
work and if it doesn’t, no constitution will ever work for Zimbabwe.” He also saw a 

great need to deconstruct the contentious issue on Devolution which he regarded 

as an issue that has been misinterpreted to mean cession. Unlike Dr. Manyeruke 
he argued that devolution would be good for Zimbabwe. 

 
In her presentation, Emilia Muchawa highlighted that highlighted that the Consti-

tution of Zimbabwe which was adopted as part of the 1979 Lancaster House 
Agreement was a document which offers little opportunity for women. She ap-

plauded the working draft as she said after carrying out a Gender Audit of the 
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Working Draft Constitution it can be safely said that 75% of women’s concerns 

had been included. However, she said that women felt that more could be done as 
there is no mention of gender parity in critical areas such as the security service 

and the judiciary. The women of Zimbabwe are demanding a constitution that 
guarantees more women in decision making positions through adoption of mecha-

nisms such as a constitutional quota. 
  

Muchawa’s presentation became the starting point for Professor Madhuku’s 
presentation as he pointed out that the public has to be careful not to concentrate 

their analysis towards key focus areas and advised how easy it would be to miss 
other totally unacceptable points in the constitution. He pressed his objection to 

having political parties leading the constitution making process and said in his 
view COPAC will produce an even worse document than the initial draft. Professor 

Madhuku said if this constitution is accepted there would be a new constitution 
every time there are new political players.  Professor Madhuku maintained the 

NCA position that they would mobilize people for a NO vote to the new constitu-

tion as it believes that it is the outcome of the three political parties and is not 
driven by the people. He said that the political parties are in control of the pro-

cess. He envisaged a scenario whereby the GPA principals might adopt the consti-
tution without subjecting the draft to a Constitutional Referendum.  He urged peo-

ple to judge the COPAC draft on both the process and the content. When asked if 
the National Constitutional Assembly (NCA) fears association with ZANU PF by 

strongly supporting a vote against the constitution, Madhuku said,  
 

“We say No because we don’t support the process and we don’t care who else 
does, we will be with ZANU if it simply means against the constitution.” 

The meeting ended with participants urging COPAC to intensify the dissemination 
of information on constitution making process as members of the public are not 

fully aware of the current status of the process.  
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Riot police infest Glenview for inspection in loco 

The ongoing Trial of the Glenview 29 resumed yesterday the 26th of June 2012 

with an Inspection in Loco carried out at the scene of the murder of police Inspec-

tor Petros Mutedza in May last year. The inspection caused commotion at the 

Glenview 3 Shops with a heavy riot police presence which intimidated residents in 

the area. Glenview 3 residents and journalists were forced to vacate the area 

leaving only the defense team, state prosecutor, state witnesses, the High court 

judge and the accused Glenview 29 who were clamped in heavy chains.  

 

Three of the State witnesses Constable Solomon Mushaninga, Assistant Inspector 

Spencer Nyararai and Joshua Daka were called upon to give their indications by 

the High Court Judge, Justice Chinembiri Bhunu. The three state witnesses how-

ever gave contradicting indications of what transpired on the particular day of the 

incident. They had different indications of where the MDC activists were stationed 

on the day in question. Constable Mushaninga pointed out that when the police 

arrived at Munyarari bar situated at the Glenview 3 shopping centre, there were 

vendors and ordinary residents going about their day to day business. This how-

ever contradicted with Assistant Inspector Spencer Nyararai’s statement who tes-

tified that there was no one around the area when they got to the murder scene 

of the incident except for a mob of about 80-100 MDC activists who were wearing 

MDC regalia. This however is a point to reckon with as the three State witnesses 

were together on the fateful day of the incident yet they have been giving contra-

dicting statements showing that the accusations placed on the Glenview 29 are 

false and planned meant to destroy MDC party activists in Glenview.  

The past three weeks has seen only six state witnesses appearing before the court 

out of a total of twenty one. This process is disheartening considering the amount 

of contradicting evidence being placed before the courts by these state witnesses. 

The accusations seem to be another plot by Zanu pf and the Judiciary system 

meant at intimidating and instilling fear among innocent civilians. The knowledge 

that the police state witnesses have over the accused is pure evidence of police 

profiling.  

Meanwhile the defends team awaits High Court Judge Justice Chinembiri Bhunu to 

approve the Application for Leave in order for the Glenview 29 to be granted bail 

at the Supreme Court. The proceedings were deferred to today, Wednesday the 

27th of June at the High Court.  
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MISA: MISA meets President Joyce Banda, pushes for 

Access to Information law 

PRESS STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

27 June 2012 

MISA meets President Joyce Banda, pushes for Access to Information law 

The Media Institute of Southern Africa on Monday, 25 June 2012 met Malawi Pres-
ident, Her Excellency, Mrs. Joyce Banda at Sanjika Palace in Blantyre, Malawi’s se-

cond largest city. The meeting was also attended by the Media Council of Malawi 
and selected media managers in the country. 

 

President Banda was congratulated for the key decision she took to repeal Section 

46 of the Penal Code, a piece of legislation that previously allowed a cabinet min-
ister to ban any publication deemed not in the public interest. Another positive 

development that was noted is the removal of value-added tax (VAT) on news-
print. 

 

However, the meeting also drew the president’s attention to several other key is-

sues that are relevant to how the media in Malawi can function more effectively in 

the nascent democracy. These include the passing of an access to information 
law, a draft bill of which has been under consideration for the past eight years; 

the removal of customs duty on broadcasting equipment; broadcast reforms at 
state broadcaster, Malawi Broadcasting Corporation (MBC); re-constitution of the 

Malawi Communications Regulatory Authority (MACRA) board; and improvement 
of the conditions under which media conferences are held. 

 

Speaking at a press conference after the meeting at Sanjika Palace, MISA Region-

al Director, Zoe Titus, said the delegation was very pleased with the engagement 
with President Banda and was optimistic about the future of media freedom and 

freedom of expression in Malawi. “We got the impression that President Banda is 
very open to pushing an agenda for media reform,” said Titus. 

 

At the same press conference, chairperson of the Malawi Chapter of the Media In-

stitute of Southern Africa (MISA-Malawi), Anthony Kasunda said they had received 

several assurances from the president, a positive development given the country’s 
recent history. One such assurance, Kasunda said, was that journalists would be 

able to choose the conditions under which the President would hold media confer-
ences. Previously, journalists have been intimidated and heckled for asking “the 

wrong questions” at presidential media conferences. 
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MISA wishes to thank President Banda for her expression of sincerity towards the 

need for a free and independent media in a democracy and also in fostering a 
consolidated development agenda in Malawi. We believe that this is a great first 

step and we encourage the President to follow through the assurances she has 
given. 

MISA will continue to engage all relevant stakeholders in order to ensure that the 
media in Malawi, and the rest of the southern Africa region, are free. 

 
However, in the absence of clearly-defined and progressive legislation such as an 

access to information law, development in Malawi will be long in coming and de-
mocracy will be perpetually under threat from a political class that is afraid of 

scrutiny and intent on keeping the citizenry – the actual beneficiaries of promo-
tion of access to information – in the dark. 

 

MISA will continue to engage all relevant stakeholders in order to ensure that the 

media in Malawi, and the rest of the southern Africa region, are free. 

 

Signed: 

Zoe Titus, MISA Regional Director  

Anthony Kasunda, MISA-Malawi Chairperson  

 
Information for editors:  

MISA is a non-governmental organisation with members in 11 of the Southern Af-
rica Development Community (SADC) countries. Officially launched in September 

1992, MISA focuses primarily on the need to promote free, independent and plu-
ralistic media, as envisaged in the 1991 Windhoek Declaration. MISA seeks ways 

in which to promote the free flow of information and co-operation between media 
workers, as a principal means of nurturing democracy and human rights in Africa. 

Enquiries:  

Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) 

Private Bag 13386 

Windhoek, Namibia 

Tel: +264 61 232975 

Fax: +264 61 248016 

Email: levi@misa.org 

www.misa.org 

www.africanplatform.org  

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org 

mailto:levi@misa.org
http://www.misa.org
http://www.africanplatform.org
http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org

